
Community and Town Councils in Wales
Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2021

I.ANGUAGE PREFERENCE

Please indicate how you would like us to communicate with you during the audit. Notre that audit notices will be issued

bilingually.

EE
rrENGLISH WELSH BILINGUALLY

THE ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT PROCESS

Section 12 of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 requires community and town councils (and their joint committees) in
Wales to make up their accounts each year to 31 March and to have those accounts audited by the Auditor General
for Wales. Regulation 14 of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 states that smaller local government
bodies i.e. those with annual income and expenditure below f2.5 million must prepare their accounts in accordance
with proper practices.

For communi$ and town councils and their joint committees, proper practices are set out in the One Voice
Wales/Society of Local Council Clerks publication Governance and accountability for local councils in Wales - A
Practitioners' Guide (the Practitioners' Guide). The Practitloners' Guide requires that they prepare their accounts in
the form of an Annual Return. This Annual Return meets the requirements of the Practitioners' Guide.

The accounts and audit arrangements follow the process as set out below.

Please read the guidance on completing this Annual Return and complete all sections highlighted pink.

APPROVING THE ANNUAL RETURN

The council must approve the Annual Return BEFORE the accoun& and supporting documents are made
available for public inspectlon under section 30 of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004.

The Auditor General for llUales' Audit Certificate and report is to be completed by the auditor acting on behalf
of the Auditor General. lt MUST NOT be completed by the GlerURFO, the Chair or the internal auditor.

Audited and certified returns are sent back to the body for publication and display of the accounting
statements, Annual Governance $tatement and the Auditor General for Vllales' certificate and report,
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presents the return
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External auditor completes audit and:The body approves the

Annual Return by 30 June.

This is evidenced by the
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Governance Statement.
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Annual Return and copies
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on behalf ofthe Audilor

General for Wales.

Either:

lf no amendments are required,

certifies the Annual Return and

sends it back to the body for
publishing by 30 September.

Or:

lf amendments are required,
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amendments) to the body. The

body amends the Annual Return,
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to the auditor. The auditor then

certifies the Annual Return and
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by 30 September.
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